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Chanticleer Scholarships for Professional Development 
 
Wayne, PA - The Chanticleer Foundation is pleased to announce the following 
individuals as recipients of the Chanticleer Scholarship in Professional Development 
for 2011: 

 
 Andrew Hill, Curator of 
the David C. Lam Asian 
Garden at the University 
of British Columbia 
Botanical Garden 
(UBCBG), in Vancouver, 
BC, Canada, will use the 
Chanticleer Scholarship 
for an international 
garden research tour in 
the spring of 2011. Mr. 
Hill has been the Curator 
for two years, but has 
been with UBCBG since 
1999, evolving his career 

from Gardener to Horticulturist and later to Curator. His long-standing commitment to 
the organization is demonstrative of his enthusiasm for Horticulture. Patrick Lewis, 
the UBCBG Director and Douglas Justice, the Associate Director and Curator of 
Collections recognize Andy’s “potential as a mentor and a leader” at the garden. 
 
The garden tour will focus on Scotland, where the climate and collections are similar 
to that of Vancouver. The opportunity to visit the Scottish gardens will further Andy’s 
study of plant collections and best management practices of successful institutions 
and professionals. This endeavor will also improve the botanical collection, the 
professional international connections of UBCBG, and Andrew’s own leadership 
skills.  
 
Connie Cottingham, the Public Relations and 
Special Events Coordinator at the State 
Botanical Garden of Georgia in Athens, will use 
the Chanticleer Scholarship to pursue ideas to 
increase the garden’s visitation and visibility. 
Ms. Cottingham will attend the 2011 meetings 
for the American Public Gardens Association 
and the Garden Writers Association, with the 
intent of learning from potential speakers and 
garden events, as well as connecting with 



peers. Throughout the conferences Connie will gather techniques regarding public 
relations, increasing revenue and ways to establish the State Botanical Garden of 
Georgia as a destination garden for visitors.  
 
Ms Cottingham has enthusiastic support from K.Wilf Nicholls, the Garden Director as 
well as from Hudson D. Whitley, the chair of the Board of Advisors’ Publicity and 
Marketing Committee. Connie is recognized by her supervisors as a “professional 
with outstanding skills in writing, public speaking and marketing”. In addition to 
attending the meetings, Connie will organize visits to other gardens and similar 
institutions to discuss programming and publicity ideas. 
 

Tim Boland, the Executive Director of the Polly Hill 
Arboretum on Martha’s Vineyard, MA, was awarded 
the Chanticleer Scholarship to pursue a course 
entitled Executive Program for Nonprofit Leaders, 
offered through the Center for Social Innovation at 
Stanford University. This training opportunity will assist 
Tim in furthering his own professional development in 
preparation for the next phase of the Arboretum’s 
institutional growth. Key topics of the program will 
include: leadership, mission, strategic change, 
marketing as well as working with diversity for 
organizational effectiveness.  
 
This prestigious opportunity will generate a better 
understanding for how to integrate the arboretum’s 
organizational mission with economic strategy, while 

providing extensive training in strategic planning and personnel management. The 
arboretum’s Board of Directors view Tim as a “well grounded leader who has infused 
their program with excitement and distinction”.  
 
Zhanna Yermakov, the Natural Areas Manager of the 
Chicago Park District, IL, will be utilizing the Scholarship 
award to attend the prestigious course, Museum Leaders: 
The Next Generation offered by the Getty Leadership 
Institute (GLI), as well as to pursue coursework with the 
Chicago Botanic Garden. These two academic programs 
support Zhanna’s development in becoming a stronger 
leader in the field of public horticulture and enhance the 
skills she uses in her work with the Chicago Park District. 
 
Under Zhanna’s direction the Natural Areas Program at 
the Chicago Park District has expanded in acreage, as 
well as improved both aesthetically and ecologically. The 
intensive Museum Leaders program at GLI will emphasize 
broad institutional perspectives, leadership from any 



position, and strengthening the participant’s own intellectual curiosity. Adam 
Schwerner, Director of the Chicago Park District, supports this leadership-
management development opportunity for Zhanna entirely and has confidence that 
she is on the forefront of the next generation of leaders in public horticulture. 
 
These four individuals join nine other Chanticleer Scholars: Andrew Bunting, Scott 
Arboretum, Swarthmore, PA; Stephanie Jutila, American Horticultural Society, 
Alexandria, VA; Jennifer Lee, Shaw Nature Reserve of the Missouri Botanical 
Garden, Gray Summit, MO; MaryLynn Mack, Desert Botanical Garden, Phoenix, AZ 
Mark Dwyer, Rotary Botanical Gardens, Janesville, Wisconsin; Brian Houck, Lincoln 
Park Zoo, Chicago, IL; Adrienne Roethling, Paul J. Ciener Botanical Garden, 
Kernersville, NC; Ian Simpkins, Vizcaya Museum and Gardens, Miami, FL; and Brian 
Sullivan, Descanso Gardens, La Canada, CA. 
 
The Chanticleer Scholarship provides professional development opportunities for 
public garden staff. The Scholarship began in 2008 and promotes creativity and 
leadership. It has two core components; academic study to improve leadership skills 
and support of travel to meet with leaders to build on that academic experience.  
 
As part of the program, each Scholar spends time at Chanticleer, a 35-acre pleasure 
garden in Wayne, Pennsylvania, about 30 minutes west of Philadelphia, and has the 
opportunity to visit other gardens. For more information on the Scholarship or the 
garden, visit the garden’s website. The next Scholarship application deadlines are 
July 1, 2011 and November 1, 2011. 
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